
The Bill of Rights

After the Constitution was written in 1787, it needed to be ratified, or approved by the states.   Not 
everyone was excited about the new government.  Some feared that this document did not do enough to 
protect liberty and freedom.  Again, many were afraid of the United States becoming like Britain!  Because 
of this, the supporters of the Constitution promised to make some changes that would ensure people were 
guaranteed certain freedoms and rights.  This would become known as the Bill of Rights.  The promise of 
these amendments, or changes, caused many to declare their support for United States Constitution.

The Constitution was ratified in 1788 by nine states.  This was enough to make our new government 
official.  In 1791, after the Constitution took effect, the first ten amendments were added.  This Bill of 
Rights was introduced by James Madison of Virginia.

The Bill of Rights in Simple Language

Amendment 1:  People are free to worship God in anyway they want.  The government is not allowed to 
have an official religion.  People are also free to speak their mind and write what they choose.  If the 
citizens become angry they may gather and protest against the government.

Amendment 2:  The government cannot take away the right of the people to own weapons.

Amendment 3:  During peace time, soldiers cannot be quartered in houses without the owners' permission.

Amendment 4:  People, their property, or their homes cannot be searched or taken, unless the 
government has a warrant, or special permission. 

Amendment 5:  People cannot be put on trial for the same crime twice.  Also, a person does not have to 
testify against himself in court.  For anyone who is charged with a crime, a special process has to be 
followed.

Amendment 6:  Whoever is charged with a crime must be allowed to have a fair trial and that person is 
entitled to a lawyer.

Amendment 7:  In a civil case (where one individual brings charges against another), a fair trial must take 
place.

Amendment 8:  The government cannot give fines that are too high and they may not punish people too 
harshly.

Amendment 9:  People have other rights that are not listed in the Constitution.

Amendment 10:  The government is only in charge of what is in the Constitution.  All other power 
belongs to states or people.
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The Bill of Rights

What are changes in the Constitution are called?

What are the first ten changes are called?

Why did many in the states feel these changes were necessary?

Which amendment are you most thankful for?  Why?

Would you add any amendments to the Constitution?  Why?
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