
The Constitutional Convention

The United States under the Articles  
of Confederation was not running 
smoothly.  In their fear of creating a 
national government that was too 
strong, Continental Congress ended 
up with one that was much too 
weak!  States were not respecting one 
another, nothing was getting 
accomplished, and people were very 
unhappy with the condition of their 
new nation.

After years of this poor government, some in Congress called for a convention (big 
meeting) so that the states could talk about a better way to run the country.  At this 
meeting held in Annapolis, representatives from most of the states decided the 
government needed to change in some major ways and that a second convention 
should be held to discuss this further.  The Congress decided the meeting was a good 
idea and it should be held in Philadelphia in the spring of 1787.  This meeting would 
be called the Constitutional Convention.

In May, when the delegates began to arrive in Philadelphia, some of them were 
already well-known in the states.  James Madison, the man who would do much of 
the work during the meeting, was the first to arrive.  George Washington, Benjamin 
Franklin, and Alexander Hamilton also came.  All together, 55 representatives 
gathered in what is today known as Independence Hall.  George Washington was 
elected by the these men to be president of the convention. 

As talks began, it was clear that this meeting would not be simple because there were 
too many problems with the Articles of Confederation.  A completely new plan of 
government needed to be written!  In time, this plan would become one of the most 
famous documents in world history.  It is called the United States Constitution.

written and copyrighted by Damien Drago, please visit www.rockinthruhistory.com for more resources

Delegates at the Constitutional Convention

http://www.rockinthruhistory.com/

