
John Adams, Life of Service

It's hard to imagine someone more involved in the founding 
of the United States than John Adams.  He served in 
Continental Congress, helped write the Declaration of  
Independence, became a diplomat to France, England and 
Holland, was elected to be vice-president, and finally became 
the second president of our new country!  Adams lived a long, 
full life in dedicated service to this great land.

John Adams was born in the small village of Braintree, 
Massachusetts in 1735.  While his family wasn't wealthy, they 
were very proud of their heritage and way of life.  Adams was 
the great-great grandson of John Alden, who sailed to 
America on the famous Mayflower.  His father, known as 
“Deacon John,” was a farmer who cared for his family well and 
taught them to be respected citizens of the community.

As Adams grew, he loved working on the family farm, but he also decided that he wanted to be a 
lawyer after he went to college at Harvard.  After performing very well at school, Adams became a 
teacher in a small town while he was preparing to practice law.  Eventually, Adams found himself in 
the city of Boston working as a young lawyer.  

Around this time, Adams married Abigail Smith.  She was an intelligent, well-read, strong, and 
hardworking woman who would become one of the most famous women in American history.  
John and Abigail Adams would live on the family farm given to Adams by his father.

Life as a lawyer would prove to be a success for Adams.  He was a great public speaker who valued 
his reputation in the community.   His most famous case as a lawyer came in 1770 when he 
defended British soldiers who were involved in the despised Boston Massacre.  Adams defended his 
clients so well that they were found “not guilty” in the murder case because they had acted in self-
defense.  Some Americans were angry with the court's decision, but most people realized that John 
Adams was a man of great integrity who was committed to staying true to facts, even if they were 
unpopular.

Around this time, Adams grew concerned about the British treatment  of the colonists.  They had 
been taxing Americans without allowing them to be represented in Parliament.  They had also 
inflicted severe punishment upon Boston for the famous protest known as the Boston Tea Party.  
Adams, along with others, felt that this unfair treatment must be stopped.  John Adams was chosen 
to go to a big meeting in Philadelphia called Continental Congress.  Here, men from the colonies 
would decide what should be done about this harsh treatment.  In 1775, Adams showed himself to 

written and copyrighted by Damien Drago, please visit www.rockinthruhistory.com for more free resources

http://www.rockinthruhistory.com/


John Adams, Life of Service

be a leader by making some very important decisions.  He nominated George Washington to be 
the general of the new Continental Army in America, and he selected Thomas Jefferson to be the 
main writer of the Declaration of Independence.  Adams, along with a few others, helped Jefferson 
finish this famous document.  It was officially approved by Congress on July 4, 1776.

By this time, the American Revolution was under way, and Adams would do anything he could to 
help America gain its freedom.  Adams was chosen to go to France where he would try and 
convince the French to help the Americans in their fight to defeat the British.  He sailed for France 
on a ship called the Boston and he brought along his young son named John Quincy.  

This journey would mark the beginning of a ten year period away from home.  He only returned 
once during this time when he helped write the first constitution for the state of Massachusetts.  
While he was in Europe, Adams accomplished many great things.  He was a diplomat in France, 
helped America secure a loan from the country of Holland, negotiated the Treaty of Paris which 
officially ended the Revolutionary War with Britain, and stood in front of King George III as the 
first official American ambassador to Great Britain.  After all this, Adams was anxious to return to 
his homeland for what he hoped would be the rest of his life.

Adams made the return voyage to Massachusetts in 1788.  When he arrived, he found an 
independent country with a brand new constitution.  Before he had a chance to settle back into life 
as an ordinary citizen, Adams was elected to be the first vice-president of the United States of 
America.  For the next 8 years, Adams would faithfully serve under President George Washington. 

When George Washington decided to leave the presidency after his second term, John Adams was 
in line to become the nation's second commander-in-chief.  After a heated election battle with 
Thomas Jefferson, Adams came out on top.  He would be the president from 1796-1800.  During 
this time, he was mostly known for avoiding what seemed like an inevitable war with France.  By 
the time his presidency was over, he was more than ready to get back to his farm in Massachusetts.

Adams would spend the next twenty-six years in Braintree which was now known as Quincy.  
During that time, he loved working on the farm and spending time with his family.  He would also 
exchange many letters with his old friend Thomas Jefferson.  On July 4th, 1826, exactly fifty years 
after the Declaration of Independence was approved, John Adams passed away.  That day, America 
lost one of its very most dedicated men.  The United States of America will forever be in debt to 
Mr. John Adams; a farmer, respected citizen, lawyer, leader, diplomat, vice-president, and president!
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